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thank you for the absence of any noisy demonstrations, I must
confess to you that although these noisy demonstrations are a
symbol of your affection and although behind them no mischief is
meant they shake my nerves. And what with the repetition of
these demonstrations and with the delicate condition of my body
I have become totally unfit for these noisy demonstrations. If I
had felt that these noises advance the cause of swaraj and the re-
dress of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs in the least little bit
I would not have minded them. But I know that for the great work
that lies in front of us during the coming three months these noi-
ses are not only unnecessary but are harmful to the cause that
is dear to you and me. If we are to gain swaraj, if we are to
redress the Khilafat and Punjab wrongs this year and if we are
to receive the Ali Brothers and their associates, all our work must be
silentj effective and determined. I therefore tender you my hearty
congratulations and also to those leaders who have organized this
great assembly upon complete absence of noise. And if all over
India meetings of this character could be organized silently and
expeditiously as this meeting has been I see everything that is hope-
ful in front of us. This deliberate, self-imposed and intelligent
silence of ours is quite in keeping with our creed of non-violence.
It is a matter of the keenest joy and the greatest satisfaction and
for the deriving of the greatest hope that in spite of the arrest of
the Ali Brothers India has remained calm and unperturbed. Any
hartal in any part of India or even a universal hartal in any
part of India or even a universal hartal throughout the length and
breadth of India would have been a clumsy demonstration and in
my opinion, be nothing when compared with what the Brothers
deserve. If we are worthy of their bravery, courage, faith, energy,
love of religion and country what we need do is to follow them.
We must adopt simplicity and khaddar even as these Brothers,
who only a short time ago were indulging in pardonable luxuries;
they have to wear heavy khaddar on account of their large build.
We must realize as they have realized that swaraj and the redress
of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs lie through our acceptance
of the spinning-wheel in our homes and complete boycott of all
foreign cloth and wearing only what we can manufacture in our
own homes. I was therefore grieved to see a friend and fellow-
worker of the satyagraha days coming to me and presenting me a
rich garland of flowers, dressed in foreign cloth. I asked him
why he was not dressed in khaddar and why he put on foreign
garments all over his body. His sorry reply was that there was
not sufficient khaddar. And it was in order to answer objectors of